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            The Bahá’í Faith 
             
                          
              	
                  Begin your journey of learning, exploration and engagement with the Baha’i Faith.


                  Learn More 
                


                                    

	
                    Baha’i Faith Beliefs - At a Glance

                    The basic beliefs and practices of the Baha’i Faith, which focus on service to the society through cooperative community building and fostering spiritual renewal.

                  
	
                    Origins of the Baha’i Faith

                    Baha’is follow the teachings of Baha’u’llah, the Divine Educator sent by God to provide spiritual guidance for this modern era.

                  
	
                    THE ONENESS of God

                    Called by different names throughout the ages, the eternal God, the one Creator of the universe. God is limitless, all-knowing, all-powerful, all-merciful. God is one.

                  
	
                    THE ONENESS of Religion

                    Progressive revelation, a core teaching in the Baha’i Faith, it suggests that religions are inherently one and that truth is revealed by God progressively over time through a series of divine Messengers. Each Revelation is tailored to suit the needs of the time, the place of their appearance and the capacity of humanity.

                  
	
                    THE ONENESS of Humanity

                    Baha’i believe that we are all one human family and that the profound challenges facing humanity can only be resolved by recognizing and applying this fundamental spiritual truth.

                  
	
                    Building Community in America

                    All across the continent, Baha’is are learning to put into practice the unifying teachings of Baha’u’llah to create distinctive spiritual communities. 

                  
	
                    The Baha’i Faith & Christianity

                    Baha’is recognize the divinity of Jesus Christ and see the Baha'i Faith as fulfillment of, and the next chapter in, Christ’s promise of creating the Kingdom of God on earth. 

                  
	
                    A Pivotal Time in America

                    The divisions and injustices that beset America are symptoms of longstanding spiritual illnesses of racism and materialism that can only be resolved by recognizing the oneness of humanity.

                  
	
                    A Spiritual Path to Unity and Justice

                    Highlights about how Baha’is and their friends are systematically applying efforts in neighborhoods all around the county as part of a unified process of community building. Walk with us!

                  



              
                         
          
                              	
            House of Worship
             
                          
              	
                  One of only eight continental Baha’i Houses of Worship in the world, the Baha’i Temple in Wilmette, Illinois, is dedicated to joining worship of God with service to humanity. 

                  Learn More 
                


                                    

	
                    Architecture

                    This magnificent structure embodies the central teachings of the Baha’i Faith: one loving Creator, one unfolding religion, and one diverse human family.

                  
	
                    Virtual Tour

                    Learn more about the Baha’i Faith and its profound teachings by taking a virtual tour of the Temple and Welcome Center.

                  
	
                    Stories about the House of Worship

                    Read about the influence of the Baha’i House of Worship as a cultural institution.

                  
	
                    Guidelines for Photographers

                    The Baha’i House of Worship is a place of prayer, meditation and elevated conversations about the connection between worship of God and service to humanity. It was built for all people, including those simply enjoying the beauty of the gardens and the unique design of the building, and all are encouraged to gather on its grounds in prayer and meditation. To this end, we request your observance of a few basic guidelines to ensure an uplifting experience for all, and kindly request that anyone visiting the Temple only for the purpose of taking photos contact the Temple first to complete a brief orientation.

                  



              
                         
          
                              	
            Stories
             
                          
              	
                  Stories about grassroots efforts to put the Baha’i teachings into action.

                  Learn More 
                


                                    

	
                    Brilliant Star

                    Looking for material specifically for children, parents and teaching children? Please visit our site, Brilliant Star, which seeks to empower kids to be world citizens, use their virtues to make the world a better place, and express their creativity, strengths, and beliefs. 

                  
	
                    Collections

                    Story collections featuring significant events and activities of the U.S. Baha’i community.


                  
	
                    Building Community

                    Stories of how people are learning to create vibrant and diverse spiritual communities based on the unifying teachings of the Baha’i Faith.

                  
	
                    Social Impact

                    Stories of how people are contributing to the betterment of the world inspired by the Baha’i teachings.

                  
	
                    Lifestyle

                    Stories of how people are finding creative ways to put the Baha’i teachings into daily practice in their lives and work.

                  
	
                    House of Worship

                    Stories from the Baha’i House of Worship in Wilmette, Illinois, one of eight continental Baha’i Temples around the world.

                  
	
                    A Rich Tapestry

                    Building vibrant communities across racial and cultural divides A Rich Tapestry is a video storytelling series that expresses and illustrates how love is being translated into action to address questions of race and culture in the United States. This collection of video stories provides authentic...

                  


                         
          
                              	
            Public Affairs
             
                          
              	
                  The Office of Public Affairs represents the American Baha’i community on the national stage in relationships with the government, NGOs, thinkers, like-minded groups and media organizations.

                  Learn More 
                


                                    

	
                    Focus Areas

                    The work of the Office currently focuses on racial unity and justice, the environment, economic justice, human rights, the role of media in society, and gender equality and the advancement of women.

                  
	
                    About Us

                    Drawing on the collective experience of the American Baha'i community, the Office works with like-minded organizations and thinkers to advance national thinking around pressing social issues.

                  
	
                    News & Perspectives

                    Find news, podcasts, think pieces, and media resources related to the Office’s work.

                  
	
                    Contact the Office of Public Affairs

                    Get in touch with the Office to learn more about its work.

                  


                         
          
                              	
            Calendar & Events
             
                          
              	
                  Explore the Baha'i calendar and browse opportunities to engage that are open to everyone.


                  Learn More 
                


                                    

	
                    Events Calendar

                    Baha’i conferences, retreats, courses and video chats that are open to everyone.

                  
	
                    Baha'i Holy Days

                    Overview of the Baha'i Holy Days and Calendar

                  


                         
          
                              	
            Special Commemorations 
             
                          
              	
                  Special moments of focus for the Baha'i Community

                  Learn More 
                


                                    

	
                    Baha'i World Conferences

                    An unprecedented series of global conferences is taking place, where individuals are exploring the inherent oneness of humanity and a universal call to work for the betterment of the world.

                  
	
                    Remembering 'Abdu'l-Baha

                    Starting Ridvan 178-179 BE (April 20, 2021 to 2022) Baha'is will be celebrating "A year for profound reflection on the life of ‘Abdu’l-Bahá and the strength of the Covenant of which He was the Centre, as the community prepares to commemorate the centenary of His Ascension."

                  
	
                    Centenary 'Abdu'l-Baha in America 

                    Centenary (1912-2012) of the 239 day visit of 'Abdu'l-Bahá in North America, where He engaged in conversations, interviews, and events in the U. S. and Canada to propagate the teachings of Baha'u'llah.

                  
	
                    Bicentenary of the Birth of Baha'u'llah & the Bab

                    Bicentenary of the Birth of Baha'u'llah (2017) & the Bab (2019) celebrated 200th anniversary of the Twin Manifestations. 

                  


                         
          
                              	
            Contact and Resources
             
                          
              	
                  Connect with our community to explore the Baha’i Faith in various ways. 

                  Learn More 
                


                                    

	
                    Request General Information

                    Fill out this form to learn more, ask a question, or meet Baha'is near you.

                  
	
                    Become a Baha’i

                    A person becomes a Baha'i by recognizing Baha’u’llah as the Messenger of God for this age and informing the Baha'i community of their desire to join the Baha'i Faith. Fill out this form to get started.

                  
	
                    Baha’i Member Services

                    Most Baha’i activities and events are open to all, but only enrolled members may give to the Baha’i funds, participate in Baha’i elections, and serve on Baha’i institutions.

                  
	
                    For Immediate Assistance

                    Call 1-800-22-UNITE or use the Chat Online button on the lower right corner of the site. 

                  
	
                    International Baha’i Resources

                    The Baha’i Faith is a global faith community, established in virtually every country in the world. 

                  
	
                    Centers of Learning

                    The Baha’is of the United States operate three year-round conference and retreat centers that offer a wide range of programming for adults, youth and children.

                  
	
                    Publishing

                    Find Baha’i books, journals, magazines, music, ebooks and audiobooks. 

                  
	
                    Baha’i Scholarship

                    Links to organizations and conferences dedicated to the scholarly study and research of the Baha’i Faith and its teachings.

                  
	
                    Media Submissions 

                    Got a story, photo, video or other type of medium you want to share with us or want to know more about how to capture media in your own area! Click here.
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            We are one

We believe it’s time for humanity to come together as one family, to create a world where everyone can thrive.

                        
                	OUR HOUSE OF WORSHIP 
	CONTACT US 
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                                                        Building Community
                            Washington youth delve into Bahá’í elections

                            
By Henry Warren Four gatherings. Three days. One September weekend. Fifty-eight young people from western Washington came together with shared curiosity anchored in a quest to learn about the nuances of Bahá’í elections—what sets them apart from other electoral processes and, significantly, why they hold importance for youth.  Helen Javid, of Seattle, serves the Bahá’í […]
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                            BAHÁ’Í FAITH

                        
The spiritual teachings of the Bahá’í Faith inspire us to form deep and diverse relationships and build communities that nurture the well-being of all.

We all have a part to play in shaping a bright future.  
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                        “My first counsel is this: possess a pure, kindly, and radiant heart... ”

                        Bahá’u’lláh  (Founder of the Bahá’í Faith)

                    

                                        
                        “The best beloved of all things in My sight is Justice...”

                        Bahá’u’lláh  (Founder of the Bahá’í Faith)

                    

                                        
                        “So powerful is the light of unity that it can illuminate the whole earth.”

                        Bahá’u’lláh  (Founder of the Bahá’í Faith)

                    

                                    

            

        

        
    

    

    
    
        
        




        
        




        
            
                Stories Of Belief In Action

                The spiritual teachings of the Bahá’í Faith inspire us to form deep and diverse relationships and build communities that nurture the well-being of all.

                View All
            

        

        
                                               
                    
                        

                        
                            Building Community
                            Washington youth delve into Bahá’í elections

                            
By Henry Warren Four gatherings. Three days. One September weekend. Fifty-eight young people from western Washington came together with shared curiosity anchored in a quest to learn about the nuances of Bahá’í elections—what sets them apart from other electoral processes and, significantly, why they hold importance for youth.  Helen Javid, of Seattle, serves the Bahá’í […]
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                            Building Community
                            Utah Youth Conference

                            
Outside: Icy blizzard Inside: Warmth of new-found connections Inclement snowy weather delayed the arrival of many participants to a subregional youth conference near Salt Lake City, Utah, on January 13, but almost every one of the 50 youth and young adults who registered braved the weather to attend. Most of the youth had never been […]
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                            Social Impact
                            Bahá’í Chair hosts “High Conflict” researcher Amanda Ripley and Israel-Palestine discussion

                            
The Bahá’í Chair for World Peace at the University of Maryland continued throughout 2023 to advance discourse on global peace through a diverse set of speakers and events. The Chair’s discussions, seminars, and publications sought to examine the complex processes and possibilities of world peace. An endowed academic program, the Bahá’í Chair promotes a vision […]
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                    A Rich Tapestry

                    Explore Collection
                

            

            
        

    


            

            
                                
                    


                    
                        Minneapolis: Playing a Humble Part

                        Part 1   The Minneapolis Bahá’í Center is a block away from the spot...

                        Video Story
                    
   
                

                
                                
                    


                    
                        Becoming a Baha’i:  Nine journeys to faith

                        Lynette H., Louisiana  “…Being a black woman,...

                        Audio Story
                    

                

                            

        


        
                        
            
                
                   


                    2022 BAHA'I WORLD CONFERENCES

                    

                

                
                    Baha’is hosted an unprecedented global series of conferences, exploring the inherent oneness of humanity and a universal call to work for the betterment of the world.

As thousands of conferences encircling the globe are now coming to an end, people from all walks of life are seeing how consultations at these vibrant gatherings have harmonized different points of view in the pursuit of plans that apply spiritual principles to issues and challenges facing their societies.
                    Learn About the Conferences
                

            

        
        

        

        
       
    



    
    
        
            
                
                    
                        Bahá’í House of Worship

                        A symbol of the oneness of humanity

                        This national landmark in Wilmette, Illinois, is open to all regardless of background or belief for personal prayer, reflection and meditation.

	Plan your visit
	Learn about the architecture


                    

                

            

        

    

    
    
        
            
                

                

                
                    
                        You're invited to participate

                        A global community built on local connections

                        Most Bahá’í community activities—prayer gatherings, study groups, activities for children and teens—are open to all and take place in homes and community centers across the United States.

Find local activities

Visit our events calendar for other opportunities to engage: meet Bahá’ís through a video chat, take an online course, or attend a conference or retreat center.

Learn about the Baha’i calendar and holy days.

                    

                

                
            

        

    
     



        
        
                    
                


                
                    We would love to hear from you

                    
                                                	Connect with Bahá’ís
	Send us Feedback


                                                       

            

        
        
        
            
                
                    
                        


                    


                    
                                                    	
	
	
	


                                            

                

            

             
                
                    
                                                    Bahai.us is the official website of the Baha’is of the United States. It was created and is maintained under the auspices of the National Spiritual Assembly of the Baha’is of the United States, the nine-member elected governing body of the U.S. Baha’i community.

                                            


                    
                        
                                                            
INQUIRIES

 1-800-22-UNITE
	

	Monday - Friday
	

	8:30am - 5:30pm Central
	



                                                    

                        
                                                            
U.S. Bahá’í National Center

	1233 Central Street
Evanston, IL 60201

(847) 733-3400
	Member Services:
	Login

		Media and Public Affairs:
	 publicaffairs.bahai.us
	

	(202) 833-8990



Bahá’í House of Worship

	100 Linden Ave
Wilmette, IL 60091

(847) 853-2300
	
Books and Music

		bahaibookstore.com


                                                    

                    

                

            

        

        
        
            
                © 2024 National Spiritual Assembly of the Bahá'ís of the United States. 
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                Contact Us

                Whether you are exploring the Bahá'í Faith or looking to become an active member, there are various ways you can connect with our community.

                Please ensure that all the Required Fields* are completed before submitting.

            


        

                        
                
                
                    
                    
                    
                

                

                
                    
                    
                

                

                Please choose one or more options below*:


                
                
                    Talk to a Bahá’í
                    Meet Bahá’ís near you or schedule a time to speak with a Bahá’í by phone or video chat.

                    

                    
                        
                
                        I would like someone to call and talk with me about the Bahá’í Faith
                
                    

                


                
                    Request Free Literature
                    Have introductory material mailed to you.

                    

                    
                        
                        Please mail more information to me about the Bahá’í Faith
                    

                


                
                    Email More Information
                    Please email more information to me about the Bahá’í Faith

                    

                    
                        
                        Please email more information to me about the Bahá’í Faith
                    

                


                
                    E-Newsletter Sign-up
                    Receive a monthly round-up of new content on the bahai.us site and other features.

                    

                    
                        
                        I would like to receive the U.S. Bahá'í News eNewsletter
                    

                


                



                		I would like to find Bahá’ís in my area
	
                            Please select a checkbox indicating how you would like us to respond.



                
                    Newsletters:



                    


                    
                        
                          
                          Select All
                        


                        
                            
                            U.S. Bahá’í News
                        


                        
                          
                          U.S. Bahá’í House of Worship News
                        


                        
                          
                          Wilmette Institute (on-line Bahá’í Learning Center)
                        

                    


                    










                    

                    

                


                


                
                    Name:

                


                
                    Title
                    
Mr
Ms
Miss
Mrs
Dr
Hon


                


                
                    First Name*
                    
                


                
                    Middle
                    
                


                
                    Last Name*
                    
                


                


                
                    Contact Information:

                


                
                    Street*
                    
                


                
                    City*
                    
                


                
                    State*
                    
Alabama
Arizona
Arkansas
California
Colorado
Connecticut
District of Columbia
Delaware
Florida
Georgia
Iowa
Idaho
Illinois
Indiana
Kansas
Kentucky
Louisiana
Massachusetts
Maryland
Maine
Michigan
Minnesota
Missouri
Mississippi
Montana
North Carolina
North Dakota
Nebraska
New Hampshire
New Jersey
New Mexico
Nevada
New York
Ohio
Oklahoma
Oregon
Pennsylvania
Rhode Island
South Carolina
South Dakota
Tennessee
Texas
Utah
Virginia
Vermont
Washington
Wisconsin
West Virginia
Wyoming


                



                
                    ZIP Code*
                    
                    
                


                


                

                    
                


                
                    Phone*
                    
                


                
                    
                        
                        Cell
                    

                    
                        
                        Home
                    

                


                


                
                    E-mail *
                    
                


                


                
                    Cell Phone
                    
                



                
                    How did you find out about us?
                    
Friend
Internet
Television
Radio
Newspaper
Family
Neighbor
Coworker
Baha'i Publications
Baha'i
Other
House of Worship


                

                

                
                    Do you have any questions or comments you would like to share with us?


                    

                    characters available
                    

                

                


                

                

                
                
                

                

                	











                        	


                        	


                        	


                        
	
                            	


                                    	


                                    	






















































                                    


                        
	


                        	

                        


                	


                        	


                        	


                        
	


                        


                	

                        
	















                        
	

                        
	



                        
	

                        


                


                



                

                

                
                
                

          

          


            

        


    

    
    
        
    
	
	
	
	

    
    
    
    

		
	















    
    
    


